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Welcome to the

Delta Amateur Radio Club WA4BS

Visit our home on the web at:http://www.deltaclub.org REPEO'ﬁ‘)IZER SYSTEM
EMAIL: darc4you@gmail.com 146.82 147.360

146.625°72  443.200°72
Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/darcmem 224 4201072

Newsleters: http://www.deltaclub.org/sparks.htn 144.390 Digipeater

This month's meeting begins at 7pm on February 14, 2017 , at Ellendal e Church of Christ,
7365 Highway 70 Memp his, TN (1 %2 miles north of Highway 64 (Stage Road)).

In this month's program we welcome Tom Dichiara, AC5SMR. Tom will tell us about HF
mobile installations, including vehicle considerations, location of the radio, the pros and cons
of types and locations of the antenna, and grounding and bonding of the vehicle. He will also
discuss different matching techniques, wiring considerations, and other installation subjects.

Tom is a Mississippi State University g raduate with a BS in Physical Fitness Management.

He earned the Technician license in 1995 and worked up to the Extra Class license in 1997.

He was trustee for the KD5GVU repeater in Starkville, MS, for 10 years and was President or
Vice President of the Starkv ille Club during that period. He worked to retirement as a Rural
Carrier for the USPS for 26 years.

Delta Club FCC testing sessions are held monthly except December. Registration begins
at 5:30 PM; testing begins by 6:00 PM. Please bring a photo ID and another form of
identification, copies of existing licenses or CSCEs, and your FCC Registration Number (FRN)

if one has been issued. Please be on time for registration to allow our Volunteer Examiner
(VE) team to complete their work prio r to the club mee ting. The 2017 test fee is $15 (cash
or check). Individuals receiving their initial FCC license grant at a Delta Club test session or
through a Delta Club training class will receive a complimentary individual club membership

for the remainder of the cu rrent calendar year when they also show proof of ARRL
membership. For more information, please email our VE Liaison, Jeff Krause, AJ4GY , or call
at 901 -301 -6776.

Congratulations to those who passed exams during De Ita's January, 2017 , test session:
new Technician Michele Zapf, KN4ACJ , and new General John Cunningham, WA4MBF.


http://www.deltaclub.org/
mailto:darc4you@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/darcmem
http://www.deltaclub.org/sparks.html
mailto:AJ4GY@comcast.net

President's Corner
Submitted by Ken Laseter, KI4AOH

Kends column is not yet available. Please check back later for an update.
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Treasurer's Report
Submitted by Linda Laseter, KJ4ACTX

DELTA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
Monthly Treasurer's Report
For month ended January 31, 2017
Submutted by Linda Laseter KJ4CTX Treasurer

CHECKING ACCOUNT

BEGINNING BALANCE

BEGINNING BALANCE as of January 1, 2017 h) 4,170.27
INCOME

Date Description Amount

01/10/17 Membership dues 2017 $ 110.00

01/13/17 Griffin equipment sales $ 1,136.00

01/13/17 DARC patches $ 60.00

01/17/17 Membership dues 2017 $ 150.00

01/17/17 Membership dues 2017 $  540.00
TOTAL INCOME $ 199600 § 1,996.00

EXPENSES

Date Check # To Description Amount

01/23/17 1405 Linda Laseter Door prize - Jan $ (25.00)

01/23/17 1406 Virgmia Griffin -~ VOID 5 -

01/23/17 1407 Virginia Griffin -~ Equipment sales $ (932.80)
TOTAL EXPENSES $ (957.80) S (957.80)
ENDING BALANCE as of January 31, 2017 $ 520847

CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT
Maturity Date Balance as of
Certificate of Deposit #1 10/10/2018 1/31/2017 $ 10437.72
Certificate of Deposit #2 10/19/2022 12/16/2016 $ 10,000.00
TOTAL DARC CASH ASSETS § 25,646.19
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Deltads 2017
Submitted by Linda Laseter, KJ4ACTX

Budget

DELTA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
2017 PROPOSED BUDGET
Submitted by: Linda Laseter KJ4CTX Treasurer

PROJECTED DARC INCOME
Donations (cash)
Consignment. Donated Gear
Membership (Jan 1 thru Dec 31)
Club patches
Estate Sales
Advertisement
Huntsville Trip
TOTAL PROJECTED INCOME

PROJECTED DARC EXPENSES
TN Annual Report
Meeting Space (Donation)
Training
Meeting Refreshments
Food - December Meeting
Door Prizes
P.O. Box - Annual rental
Liability insurance
Equipment Insurance
Repeater Systems Upgrades
SouthEastern Repeater Assn.
Field Day
DARC Board Discretionary Fund (awards. repeater upgrade, supplies etc.)
Huntsville Trip
Free Fest Donation
PROJECTED TOTAL EXPENSES
2017 Projected Net Operating Results (Income - Expenses)

Checking Account Balance as 1/01/17
2017 Projected Net Operating Results (Income - Expenses)
Projected Checking Account Balance as 1f 12/31/2017

Certificate of Deposit #1

Certificate of Deposit #2
PROJECTED DARC END OF YEAR ASSETS
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50.00
2.000.00
10.00
500.00
90.00
2.500.00
5.150.00

017 BUDGET

(40.00)
(200.00)
(250.00)
(500.00)
(100.00)
(500.00)
(140.00)
(200.00)
(200.00)

(1.000.00)

(35.00)

(250.00)
(2.000.00)
(2.500.00)

(200.00)

(8.115.00)
(2.965.00)

4.170.27

(2.965.00)

1.205.27

10.405.23
10.000.00

21.610.50
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Thi s MoBoardMeeting Minutes
February 7, 2017 -- Submitted by Barri Munday, WB4SWP

Attendees: Bill Stevens, WC9S, Steve Frazier, KK4AVPT, Dan Lasley, NE7JN, Ken Laseter,
KI4AOH, Linda Laseter, KJ4CTX, Joe Lowenthal, W A40VO, Scott Adams , KM4PMU. Barri
Munday, WB4SWP , and Len Grice, WAMKS . Kevin Zent, KAKLZ , was absent.

Ken called the meeting to order at 7pm.
Linda opened with the Treasurerd report

Dan suggested if we take pictures of minor children  for the newsletter, we should have the
permission of the parents and a signed release.

Barri noted the Swamp Stompers event on January 15th was a great success .

Len announced that all new members and 2016 members who paid their 2017 dues have
received their membership cards through email

Joe told us the Extra class going on now is coming to an end. A Tech class is to begin on
February 25th at EMHC ambulance company, although the venue is subject to change. Joe
was given 10 Chick -fil-A cards as door prizes for the club. He also announced that he is
checking on a bus for the August trip to the Huntsville hamfest. Joe is contemplatin g
another Tech class in July or August before the trip to Huntsville.

Joe would like to nominate Austin Onek, KG4GKE, for PI1O of the year through the ARRL due
to his many communications about ham radio activities. Joe mentioned a Storm Spotter
class at Lord of Life Lutheran Church on March 23rd at 7pm. The address is 6865 Poplar
Pike, Memphis, TN 38117.

Scott discussed the all -important snacks for upcoming club meetings.

Bill reminded us about the Swap Meet on March 18th at the Delta Club meeting locat ion from
9am-1pm and said we will serve coffee and donuts.
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Mi nutes of Last Mont hds CIl u
January 10, 2017 & Submitted by Barri Munday , WB4SWP

Delta Club President Ken Laseter, KI4AOH, cal led the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and asked
everyone to introduce themselves by name and cal | sign.

Certificates were awarded to those who missed December's meeting.

Joe Lowenthal, WA40VO, announced an Extra class now in progress began last Saturday

and will continue for six weeks. Eight students are in the class presently; they are meeting

at EMHC ambulance company. There will be a Tech class scheduled for February 25th. Joe
wants a minimum of 10 in the class, which will also meet at EMHC ambulance Certificates
were awarded to those who missed December's meeting.

Joe Lowenthal, WA40VO, anno unced an Extra class now in progress began last Saturday

and will go for 6 weeks. Eight students are in the class presently; they are meeting at EMHC
ambulance. There will be a Tech class scheduled for February 25th. Joe wants a minimum

of 10 in the cla ss, which will also meet at EMHC ambulance  company. There have been 651
ham licenses awarded under Joe's tutelage!

As a result of tonight's examinations, we have one new Technician and one new General.
See page one for details.

Bill Stevens, WC9S, bro ught and set up the radio equipment up for sale on the tables around
the room. The club has made $800 on the Arkansas estate items.

Len Grice told us membership cards were mailed for anyone having paid 2017 club dues.

Ham Hilliard, WAGMM, moved to accep tthe meeting minutes as published in Sparks;
seconded by Len Grice, WAMKS.

Ham Hilliard, WAGMM, moved to accept the Treasurer's report as published in Sparks;
seconded by Ned Savage, KA4BLL.

The club's budget will be published in the next issue of Spark  s.

Keith Barton, KT4EP, reminded us of the Swamp Stompers event on January 15th at
Meeman Shelby Forest State Park. Volunteers are to meet at the store for breakfast at 6:30
am.

Kevin Zent, K4KLZ, put on a very impressive program.

Ham Hilliard moved to adjourn at 8:30 pm; second not recorded.
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Last Month's Program
Submitted by Dan Lasley, NE7JN, contri butions by Kevin Zent, K4KLZ

Deltads newly el ect e dKelnZent KdkdZ, preséntedthedigstrpregresn,
of 2017.

Photo by Dan Lasley, NE7JN

Kevin grew up on a farm near Wolf Lake, IN, and from an early age discover ed he enjoyed
working on mechanical things such as tractors, farm machinery, motorcycles, and cars.

He joined the U.S. Navy in November, 1975, and trained as an aircraft Structural Mechanic
specializing in hydraulics. His first shipboard posting was to t he aircraft carrier USS Midway,
which is now a museum ship docked in San Diego, CA.

On Kevin's first day onboard the USS Midway, a weak catapult launch resulted in the loss of
an A7 Corsair and its pilot.  Freedom is not free!
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In 1979 Kevin transferred to the Naval Air Station in Millington, TN, and trained as an Anti -
Submarine Warfare Technician. Another transfer took him to the USS Constellation based at
NAS North Island, San Diego, CA.

Kevin designed, built and implemented the first acoustic data test set and established "one of
the best organized work centers on the west coast,” for which he received the Navy
Achievement Medal in 1987.

After leaving the Navy in 1989, Kevin held a number of positions around the U.S. before
returning to the Millington area.

5

e YAESUO

Cheive uf the Warld's top DX'ers

BANTRON se.pn

Photo by Kevin Zent, K4AKLZ

Kevin joined the ham community in December, 2015, by passing the Technician and General
exams in the same testing session. As Delta's Director of Programs, Kevin is soliciting
volunteers who would like to present a program. If you are interested, please contact Kevin.

Thanks, Kevin, for an interesting presentation!

Delta Amateur Radio Club February 2017 Sparks Page 8


mailto:kzent@rittermail.com

Amateur Hardware Update
Article and image s ubmitted by James Butler, KB4LJV

Many times we build a circuit to signal us with

an alarm. Small PC mounted buzzers are easy to
use and work for lots of applications. The two
types of buzzers are passive and active.  The
passive buzzer means you hook up power, but

also have to hook up an off -on signal, usually
from a computer to determine the freq uency that
it buzzes at. The active buzzer is easy in that

you hook up power and it buzzes at a preset
frequency. With the active buzzer and a battery
you can have a cheap M orse code practice
oscillator. Both types of buzzers are now in

Ebay for under a dollar including shipping. These
are great to experiment with on your projects.

Do an Ebay search for oardu
styles.

Submitted by James Butler, KB4LJV

Amateur Packet Update “

Many times we look for a way to supply power in emergencies. One technology that has
improved is batteries. Small deep cycle lead acid batteries will work, but have acid that can
spill and the batteries are heavy. AGM gel cell batteries will not spill, but are still heavy to

move around. The newest technology is Lithium lon Phosphate. These batteries store a lot
of energy, offer high current, have long shelf life and are lightweight. One company tha t
sells these is Bioenno Power. They have a large selection of different size batteries using this
new technology. However, they are a little pricey. Joe, WA40VO , bought one and says they
are great. If you are looking for maximum power and minimum weight check these batteries

out. Their web address is https://www.bioennopower.com/
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HQ 101
Submitted by Dan Lasley, NE7JN

Jim Cissell, KlI4l, "packed th e house" for January's HQ -101 session! We had more attendees
for this session than for any session since HQ -101 began in May of last year. Jim  presented
a hands-on introduction to CW and demonstrated to the group that they can hear the sounds

of a letter , then copy the letter on a Morse code key without counting individual dits and
dahs. The ability to recognize individual letters without counting dits and dahs is called

"head copy" and is a skill all of us CW neophytes should master.

The HQ-101 session ended before everyone had a chance to practice copying and sending a
few letters, so the group asked Jim to come back to February's HQ -101 session. Jim has
graciously agreed to meet with us in our next session. Thanks, Jim, for Elmering us!

(Seated, L-R), Bob Van Keuren, KM4SEB, Jim Cissell, KlI4l, Marc Stackhouse (signed up for the next Technician
class), (standing, L -R), Glen Ellis, KK4LPG, Janice Shaner, KM4HZY, Linda Laseter, KJ4CTX, Richard Martin,
K4DXF, Travis Gordon, KJ4PCC, and Jim Barnes, N4 VOK. Not shown: Ken Laseter, KI4AOH. Photo by Dan
Lasley, NE7JN.

In the above photo, Glen, KK 4LPG, is a very accomplished QRP CW operator who holds a
1,000 miles per watt certificate. Travis, KJ4APC  C, is relatively new to CW. At the risk of
using a cliché, Travis hit the ground running; he famously began sending CW without having
first learned all the letters! Travis, you are braver than | am, amigo!
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Jim says Travis has mastered the letters, numbers, and pro signs (special characters such as
period, question mark, etc.) and is up to about 15 words per minute. Thanks to Glen and
Travis for their support of HQ -101 and we hope they can join us again in February.

Anyone who mi s s e dlOlJsassian s inyitéddo the Bebruary session. It will be a
continuation of January & HQ-101 and Jim will introduce A through E in Morse code.

Results of the 2017 Swamp Stompers Event
Submitte d by Dan Lasley, NE7JN, contribution by Keith Barton, KT4EP

On Sunday, January 15, eleven hams met for a 6:30am breakfast at the Shelby Forest
General Store, then moved to their positions in Shelby Forest in preparation for the beginning

of the race at 7:30am.

NS E
Pictured are (L-R) Sean Hailey, KM4CFN, Keith Barton, KT4EP, Dan Lasley, NE7JN, Steve Frazier, KK4VPT, Joe
Wray, WD4GXI, Joe Lowenthal, WA40VO, Ken Laseter, KI4AOH, Scott Adams, KM4PMU, Art Barnett,
WA4PSS, and Miguel Martinez, KM4VQT. Roger Schlichter, WR 4R, was elsewhere. Tom Dichiara, AC5MR,
coul dndt make the breakfast but he Plowdy KRisigAmmomsar ti ci pat ed

Net control was at Popl asrstatibm édeemdnamhkned thetwWoddlarel Ra n g €

Shelter, Red Loop, and Turnar ound aid stations. Other hams, including event ramrod Keith,
KT4EP, moved around to check on event status, deliver supplies, and related activities.
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50K runners leaving the starting line.  Notice the foggy conditions.

Runners arriving at the Woodland Shelter
aid station.

Photo by Keith Barton, K T4EP

The Turnaround aid station enveloped in
fog.

Photo by Keith Barton, K T4EP
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